
Love my
Buttonholes

Love my
Buttonholes

Love my
Buttonholes

Love my
Buttonholes

Love my
Buttonholes

Love my
Buttonholes

Love my Love my

Buttonholes Buttonholes

 

• Cards which can be 
given to patients their 
relatives and staff to 
remind everyone which 
technique is to be used 
on this fistula 

• What is on the poster is 
on the back of the cards 

Love my Buttonhole cards: 
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Love my
Buttonholes

STOP!
Don’t use a sharp needle 

in the buttonholes of a 

fistula.

THINK!
Use a new site with 

sharp needles using a 

rope ladder technique at 

least 2cm away from the 

buttonhole.

CHOOSE!
Use a blunt needle in the 

buttonholes of a fistula.

 

• Poster for Renal Dialysis 
Units (RDU’s) 

• Having used the 
cannulation decision 
making tool be aware of 
the technique chosen 

• Buttonhole 

• = avoid area site 
cannulation 

Love my Buttonhole Poster 
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Love my
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• Cards which can be 
given to patients, their 
relatives and staff to 
remind everyone which 
technique is used on 
this fistula 

• What is on the poster is 
on the back of the card 

 

 

Love my Ropeladder Cards: 
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Love my
Rope Ladder

STOP!
Don’t area puncture

This is when your 

needles are placed in the 

same area over and over.

THINK!
Needles should be 

placed 0.5 - 1cm from 

the last cannulation site.

CHOOSE!
The needling sites must 

move up the fistula vein in 

a systematic manner.

• Poster for RDUs 

• Having used the 
cannulation decision 
making tool be aware of 
the technique chosen 

• Rope Ladder 

• = avoid area site 
cannulation 

Love my Ropeladder Poster: 
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No Thrill?
No Bruit?

NO 
NEEDLES

You may feel a pulse due to the arterial 
connection but it should be a buzzing 
sensation, if this is not present then consider 
further investigation or consult your senior 
nurse/medical staff.

• Having completed the 
physical assessment you 
should not be inserting 
needles into access that 
has 

• No Thrill 

• No Bruit 

• = No Needles 

No Thrill, No Bruit, No Needle Poster: 
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LOOK
Previous Cannulation Sites

Are there changes in skin, is it red, broken areas is there any 
soreness?

Scabs

Redness

Swelling

Is there any oozing or fluid present?

Are there any lumps or swellings that weren’t there before?

Evidence of steal syndrome, cold  hand, discolouration, 
reduced grip, do your fingertips rema in white or do they go 
back to pink when you pinch them?

LOOK, LISTEN & FEEL 
Please LOOK and FEEL your fistula on non-dialysis days too,
if you have any concerns, please contact your dialysis centre.

LISTEN
Previous Cannulation Sites

Is there a bruit, what does it sound like?

Can you hear the bruit at both previo us 
needle/cannulation sites?

Are there any interruptions in the bruit along the length of 
AVF?

FEEL
Thrill not bump and the sensation is like a buzzing sensation

Can you feel your fistula?

Abnormal lumps or bumps

Diameter of the vessel

Hardened areas

Length of vessel

Any areas where the vessel disappears

Does your fistula twist and turn in pla ces?

Are there signs of any other enlarged veins nearby?

should be done 
before each needle  

• Poster for RDUs 

• This Physical 
assessment should be 
carried out before each 
dialysis session 

• = No needles should be 
inserted into 
thrombosed AV access 

Look, Listen, Feel, Drain Poster: 

14/07/2021 6 


